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As a new member of ALIN’s network, the Innovation, Competition and Regulation Law 

Center shares ALIN’s vision of building an effective network of cooperation among the legal 

communities of Asian countries.  

 

I. A Brief Introduction: What the ICR Law Center does 

 

The ICR Law Center is an independent legal research center based in the Korea University Law 

Institute of Seoul, Korea. The Center was established in September 2010 with a mission to specialize 

in expert, interdisciplinary research on theoretical and practical issues that arise in the context of 

Competition, Regulatory, Communications and Intellectual Property laws. We aim to provide in-depth 

inquiry into the heart of a market economy: Innovation, Competition and Governmental Regulation. 

More specifically, we concentrate on producing research that focuses on our mission of probing the 

junction among Intellectual Property, Market Innovation and Economic Regulation in a modern 

society. The ICR Law Center currently has approximately fifty (50) Research Fellows participating 

from various universities and research centers, and also in-house researchers and research professors. 

This wide network provides the Center with a unique base to influence the Korean legal society. 

Although we have just past our first anniversary, the ICR Law Center is acknowledged as one of 

the leading research institutes in the Korean legal community through its cutting-edge academic 

research and events. The Center is now well known as a strong advocator of innovation meant to fuel 

development in the 21st century. In our first year of establishment alone, we have hosted a successful 

line of twenty-five (25) seminars, conferences and lectures that inspired comprehensive and in-depth 



discussions on the most current issues including most prominently: 

- a 5-part Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) Law seminar series 

- Telecommunications Law Workshops 

- Part 1 of a Nuclear Law seminar series 

- Distinguished Speaker series inviting prominent legal experts from around the world to speak 

to law students and researchers 

- Cooperation with UNCTAD, American Antitrust Institute and the KFTC. 

 

Most notably, our recent IPR Licensing Regulation Series was a five-part seminar that covered 

specific issues in Antitrust Law and was very well-received for providing a coherent base for balanced 

views. This event was all the more significant due to its truly international nature, as we strived to 

make sure we would have expert voices from the U.S., Europe, China and Japan heard. We believe the 

only way any research can have any real impact is to make sure international academic exchange is 

realized.  

 

Lastly, the ICR Law Center is preparing the launch of a joint law center with Renmin University 

in Beijing (to be called the “Korea-Renmin Univ. Joint Law Center for Economic Development”) 

shortly. We are very excited about this opportunity to further expand our network by establishing the 

first-ever joint legal research center between China and Korea.  

 

II. Suggestions for Cooperation between the ICR Law Center and ALIN 

 

As you can see, the ICR Law Center is consistently striving to reach a global stage and strengthen 

its role as a leading innovator in the legal community. In this respect, we believe ALIN can help us 

and we in turn can help ALIN play a pivotal role in catalyzing the legal communities of Asia to create 

effective influence. 

 



We understand that ALIN aims to share and promote the interchange of legal information and 

research results among ALIN members. We also see that ALIN has played an active role in promoting 

the exchange of Asian legal culture through international conferences, access to information through 

the internet, academic publishing, training programs and seminars. 

 

So how can the ICR Law Center and ALIN work together to build a better network? 

 

1. Establishment of an International Human Network 

 

More than anything, the ICR Law Center believes that we should rely on our human resources to 

reach our purposes. When we say international exchange and cooperation among Asian research 

institutions and organizations, such exchange and cooperation is only realized through direct and 

personal communication among individuals in the network. Hence, it is essential to provide a platform 

(physical or online) for legal practitioners and academics from different countries and regions to 

explore issues together. 

On this note, we must mark the importance of an Asian exchange in an increasingly 

internationalized world where Asia’s importance continuously grows. ALIN can use this momentum 

to play an extraordinary role in building a platform for sophisticated legal exchange. 

ALIN should continue to host academic events on a continuous basis and commit its members to 

joint academic events and programs. As we noted earlier, the only way to establish a base for human 

resource is to gather legal experts together, and although there are many difficulties to hosting 

international events, actual physical contact is probably the most effective way to make things happen. 

In addition, ALIN may consider establishing an online presence that goes beyond a website to provide 

for a more instantaneous connection among its members. 

The ICR Law Center would be able to support ALIN by opening its human resources to the ALIN 

network and by actively participating in ALIN’s international initiatives. 

With a regular and effective platform of exchange in place, all of ALIN’s member institutions 



should benefit from being a part of a community that supports each other in this rocky world where 

political situations turn suddenly, economies boom and bust while regulatory systems continuously 

need to adapt in order to be meaningful in any sense. 

This should lead to creating a truly international context in research products and academic 

events as we shall discuss in the next section. 

 

2. Structured Promotion of Research  

 

On top of establishing an effective international human network working in collaboration, 

ALIN’s initiatives can be broadened to provide for a structured promotion of research activities 

including support for research products and academic events. 

More specifically, ALIN could help build a coherent legal scheme by supporting academic 

research and events in subjects of law that have significant meaning to a modern economy and society 

in Asia. ALIN could meet pressing demands for theoretical, interdisciplinary and practical studies by 

organizing support for scholarship and research fellowships, financial support for academic projects 

and joint research. Furthermore, ALIN could designate specific topics of law to focus on and hold 

regular conferences where experts of these fields gather to explore the current issues of different legal 

systems. 

The ICR Law Center would be able to support ALIN’s efforts by providing our fine expertise in 

Competition laws, Regulatory laws, Telecommunication laws and Intellectual Property laws in an 

international context. As these are all areas with scant research in an interdisciplinary sense and with 

significant importance in an increasingly technologically-connected world, we believe it should 

contribute not only to legal theory but also to the society where these laws are enforced. We sincerely 

hope that we shall have the opportunity to cooperate with ALIN on these issues, and provide a venue 

of premier experts to discuss the legal issues as well as economic perspectives to create a balanced 

base for policy-making appropriate in an Asian context. 

  



3. Legal Improvement Projects 

 

Finally, ALIN can work together with all of its member institutions to further the ultimate goal of 

collective development of the Asian societies as a whole. ALIN is in a perfect position to play a 

dynamic role in supporting practitioners and legal experts in Asian countries improve their legal 

systems to a global standard. 

This may be achieved through many different means including creating joint educational 

programs and providing an opportunity for researchers and law students to broaden their horizons by 

visiting other legal institutions and systems. ALIN can also become a focal point for full information 

on the best practices and better implementation of such practices.  

The ICR Law Center is equipped to play an active role in advocating the most advanced practices 

and looks forward to opportunities to provide assistance in solving the most challenging problems 

Asian countries face as their economies develop.  

 

III. What We Hope For 

 

Through collaborative efforts in international exchange, research promotion and advocacy work, 

ALIN should be able to provide valuable, balanced and multifaceted legal information, analysis and 

perspective to the Asian legal communities. The bridge that ALIN creates should further create a bond 

of communication among Asian countries that would lead to a new way of thinking in a world where 

knowledgeable legal perspectives need to adapt to dynamically-evolving societies. 

The ICR Law Center is proud to be a member of ALIN’s network and hopes to provide informed 

and (as our center’s name provides) innovative thinking to the most challenging legal issues that are 

peculiar and common to Asian legal communities. 

 


